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To promote quality visual arts education in Texas by promoting visual arts education as an integral part 
of the curriculum through professional development of knowledge and skills, representation of the art 
educators of Texas, service and leadership opportunities, and research and development of policies 
and decisions relative to practices and directions in visual arts education; to sustain and advance 
professional development; to encourage and promote the advancement of knowledge and skills.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The great Rita Pierson once said, “Every child deserves a champion: an adult 
who will never give up on them, who understands the power of connection and 
insists they become the best they can possibly be.” As we journey into the new 
school year, take a moment to reflect on all the incredible achievements you 
have accomplished in your career, the many lives that you have touched and 
changed, and the special connections you have made as an art educator.

Through art, you teach others to see the world in a different lens - a lens of color, shape, texture, form, 
space and value. A lens of empathy, culture and awareness of the world around us. Art is Real. Art is 
Powerful. Art is Inspirational. Art gives us purpose. And Art makes connections. Thank you for making a 
difference.

You are a CHAMPION!

Colleagues,

- Linh Nguyen



SAVE THE DATES! 

TAEA FALL CONFERENCE
November 14th- 16th

YAM ONLINE REGISTRATION
November 4th, December 6th

TASA/TASB REGISTRATION OPEN
August 5th- September 6th

TASA/TASB CONFERENCE
September 27th- 29th

SAVE THE DATES! 

Upcoming NAEA Professional Learning Webinars

Disabilities Studies and Art 
Education: Reframing Student and 

Teacher Engagement
Wednesday, October 2nd | 7–8pm ET

A Path to Quality, Accessible, and 
Economical Higher Education for 

Fine Arts Students
Wednesday, November 20th | 7–8pm ET

Radical and Transformative 
Collaboration (and Fun!) Through 
Social Impact Video Game Design

Wednesday, September 11 | 7–8pm ET

https://learning.arteducators.org/products/disabilities-studies-and-art-education-reframing-student-and-teacher-engagement-2
https://learning.arteducators.org/products/a-path-to-quality-accessible-and-economical-higher-education-for-fine-arts-students
https://learning.arteducators.org/products/radical-and-transformative-collaboration-and-fun-through-social-impact-video-game-design


https://www.taea.org/TAEA/conference.asp


REGION 17
Christyne Hamilton



The TAEA Region 17 Summer Workshop was a success! 
16 people attend the morning and afternoon sessions. Art 
educators from many different regions attended. A fact that 
really impressed me. I was so pleased with guest Jody Nix 
and the products from Gelli Arts. I can say that everyone 
learned a lot and the products are superior to anything 
similar. Nealy Holly stopped by and was able to create a bit, 
too!  There were many successful prints made, even photo 
transfers (an area that can be quite tricky). Conversations 
on how this skill can touch all students was insightful. 
How can the art of printmaking foster creativity and be 
approachable to a varied student population? Printmaking 
on the gel plates can be at a beginning level and extend to a 
more advanced level. The afternoon session brought about 
a fantastic sense of comradery as we all discussed our roles 
as art educators. The goal was for each person to go away 
with a sense of encouragement in whatever stage they 
are going through within their career. It began by sharing 
my experience and what my program with Lubbock ISD 
looks like. After my introduction, each person was able to 
properly introduce themselves, state where they came from, 
and what experience they had as an art teacher. Further 
topics included; T.A.E.A., Membership, D.O.D., funding, 
programs like VASE, JR. VASE and T.E.A.M. Discussions on 
scholarships, grants and contests were a particular focus. 
Matthew Wright was able to stand up and advocate in all 
things T.A.E.A. related, as well. Alita Lutric (an elementary 
art teacher in Lubbock ISD) and I have both had the unique 
opportunity to serve as VASE and JR. VASE judges. We 
spoke about the need for judges in every region and in all 
areas of VASE, JR. VASE and TEAM. The hope is that the 
afternoon session was encouraging to all of us. I reminded 
them to take time for themselves this summer and to create, 
to grow as individual artists. As we wrapped up the day, the 
feedback on the summer workshop was quite positive. 





REGION 7
Summer Workshop

Wayne Gaddis



ARE YOU A MEMBER YET?
JOIN OUR FREE CONNECTED COMMUNITY NOW!

We are proud to introduce the new TAEA Community (by Higher Logic), a new online platform for TAEA members to 
connect, communicate, and collaborate with your peers. This new platform serves several purposes for TAEA and 
houses several types of communities.

TAEA members can share ideas, ask questions, lend expertise, and network with peers. The community features a 
discussion forum as well as a library for sharing documents, resources, links, and more. Now you can interact with 
TAEA members from around the state wherever and whenever you need to. You’ll have instant access to the many 
experts that make up TAEA’s membership. The more you participate, the stronger our new community will be!

https://taea.connectedcommunity.org/home




Governor’s Gallery
YAM Reception

at the Governor’s Mansion

In June, we honored 13 exceptional student artists, whose 
artwork was selected from the Youth Art Month Exhibition 
with a private reception at the Texas Governor’s Mansion.  
Guests and artists alike explored the artwork, which will 
grace the Governor’s Business Office for the next year. 
Throughout the afternoon, docents provided insightful 
tours and shared the rich history of the Mansion.  Adding 
a special touch to the celebration, Mrs. Abbott, First 
Lady of Texas and her beloved dogs made a charming 
appearance to join in the festivities. Congratulations again 
to all of the student artists!





ROBERT PARKER SENIOR SYMPOSIUM
Debbie Nichols



The 3rd Annual Robert W. Parker Senior Symposium was held June 3rd at Blinn College in Brenham, 
Texas. Robert Parker began this annual symposium to celebrate not just retired teachers but art 
teachers at all levels. This was seen as a place teacher could work on their personal art journey 
and rejuvenate their creative spirits, and not to introduce new projects for use in their classrooms. 
Rob passed in 2019 and then COVID hit but in 2022 the senior symposium sponsored by the TAEA 
Retired Division returned with a new name “Robert W. Parker Senior Symposium”.

This year at Blinn College we had eight available workshops, the participants could attend four during 
the day and received six CPE credits. The workshops were presented by Pam Arnold, Mel Basham, 
Cheryl Evans, Dr. Tina Farrell, Kathy Hendrick, Christine Grafe, Suzanne Greene, Betsy Murphy, 
and Debbie Nicholas. The projects ranged from creating art journals and creating pattern paintings 
with watercolors to making paper beads and greeting cards with envelops. At the conference in 
November, you will get to see the results of one workshop, look for the Cosmic Cat.



REGION 16
Summer Workshop

Elizabeth Strobel





Jennifer Dickinson

Moe Doebbler
As of May 31st, I’ve officially retired as a Texas public school art educator 
in San Antonio. I’ve spent 28 fulfilling years teaching at both middle school 
and high school levels, with my last 11 years dedicated to Sculpture classes, 
including 3D AP Portfolio, at East Central HS. Originally from downstate 
New York, I made the move to San Antonio in 1996. In 2007, I earned 
my MAE from Texas Tech University through their Junction campus. Now 
retired, I look forward to channeling my passion for art into my own creative 
endeavors, continuing to find fulfillment through personal expression. 

Since 1947, art educators representing all states, regions, and work contexts have provided volunteer leadership 
service that has shaped the field of art education and positioned the National Art Education Association (NAEA) 
as the premier professional community for art educators. Committed to supporting art educators in their quest 
to excel as leaders, NAEA has designed a 21st-century flagship program: School for Art Leaders. Utilizing 
experiential action learning modules and in-depth conversations with expert leaders, the program provides 
participants with learning experiences and skills to successfully lead in any environment.

The program design is geared specifically for art educators and is based on the work and recommendations of 
the NAEA Leadership Development Task Force. Five leadership models provide a strong basis for the work’s 
content, with specific individual and group exercises woven throughout the experience.

• The NAEA Art Educator Competency Model (developed by the Leadership Development Task Force)
  Thurber–Zimmerman Empowerment/Leadership Model
• Mindful Leadership
• Total Leadership
• Emotional Intelligence
• Storytelling
• Strategies to Support Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion in Leadership

Those selected for each class annually will contribute to the development of an extraordinary community cohort 
committed to leadership excellence. Upon successful completion, participants become members of the national 
School for Art Leaders network and are positioned to excel as leaders in education, the arts, and advocacy.

I decided to tackle the biggest museum education challenge of my life this 
year when I accepted the Executive Director position after ten years of running 
the education department at the Stark Museum of Art in Orange, Texas. I 
believe art is for everyone, and I am on a mission to make our museum 
the friendliest in Texas. I hold a BFA from the University of Montevallo in 
Montevallo, Alabama and a MA in Museum Studies from Baylor University in 
Waco, TX. I am married to Josh and am the very proud mommy to six-year 
old Charley Rose and 1-year-old Noah. 

NAEA’s 2024  School for Art Leaders



Michael Ho

Becca Core

Paul Kretchmer
I am an advocate for equity and diversity in education with decades engaged 
in Art Education. Holding an M.Ed. In Educational Technology Leadership 
and a BFA in Art Studio with educator and administrator certification, I 
engage in initiatives supporting all marginalized communities. I believe in 
the universal language of creativity, championing the idea that we are all 
natural storytellers and artists. Promoting inclusivity in education through 
art, I long for a world where artists, educators, and leaders join me in my 
mission to create safe, inclusive, creative spaces where all are free to live 
as their authentic selves. 

I am a first-generation Vietnamese American artist and art educator with 
spinal muscular atrophy, a neuromuscular disorder. I have a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Painting from the University of Houston and a Master of Arts in Art 
Education from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Despite my 
disability, I have found great fulfillment in teaching art and have done so for 
a little over 16 years. Nearing 42 years of life on this blue boat I call home, 
my interest in identity, liminality, palimpsest, Wabi-Sabi, Zen Buddhism, and 
physical disability continues to greatly inform my art and teaching philosophy.

Becca Core is from southern Louisiana, but has spent the past fifteen years in 
central Texas building a career in education and teaching herself different art 
disciplines. She graduated from Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, 
AR with a BA in English and plans to write. While pursuing her passion for 
travel and writing she also pursued an educational opportunity and later 
followed her mom and grandparents footsteps into education. During the last 
fifteen years she has developed a passion for the many cross curricular and 
social emotional learning opportunities in art education as well as a passion for 

connecting with her community and students through artistic and educational endeavors. She currently 
lives and works in Elgin, Texas, where she has taught for twelve years (Kindergarten, Elementary Art, 
and currently, Middle School Art) and is an active member of the Elgin Art Association.





SAVE THE DATE!

Region 12 Summer Workshop
Bonnie Holstrom

During our Summer PD, Printmaking for All we went through a variety of different ways to make 
prints. We made our own gelli plates and talked through some of the ways that you use them while 
the plates cured. We enjoyed learning about how to create intaglio prints using plexi and plaster. And 
finally we showed how easy it is to create cyanotypes and anthotypes using cyanotype solutions, 
beet juice, and turmeric.



REGION 11 Dallas Williams





EXECUTIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
ELEMENTARY DIVISION

Keahi Brown

MIDDLE SCHOOL JR. HIGH DIVISION
Robbyne Teel

HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION
Hailey Jo Williams

VISUAL ART ADMINISTRATORS OF TEXAS 
DIVISION

Nealy Holley

P.I.C.A. DIVISION
Lisa Urban

MUSEUM DIVISION
Kathryn Mitchell

HIGHER EDUCATION DIVISION
Open Position

STUDENT DIVISION
Chloe Morrell

RETIRED ART EDUCATORS DIVISION
Debbie Nicholas

TEAM STATE DIRECTOR
Tracey Hall 

JUNIOR VASE STATE DIRECTOR
Larry West

HIGH SCHOOL VASE DIRECTOR
Chris Cooper

STATE VASE DIRECTOR
Amy Semifero

ADVOCACY
Betsy Murphy

AWARDS
Shawn Knuckles

BOOK STUDY CHAIR
Melanie Blair Mccook

COMMUNITY ART COMMITTEE
Kathryn Baker

CREDENTIALS
Kathy Hendrick

HISTORIAN
Danielle Pontus

MEMBERS ART SHOW
RJ Christensen

NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETY
Open Position

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Sarah Hartman

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Megan McEntire

SOCIAL MEDIA SPECIALIST
Gabriel Flores

TECHNOLOGY
Dr. Kari Murphy

CONFERENCE FACILITATOR
Mel Basham

YAM FACILITATOR
Gretchen Bell-Young

DISTINGUISHED FELLOWS
Dr. Tina Farrell
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LOCAL ART EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS EDITORIAL STAFF
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ROUND ROCK AEA
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ROUND ROCK AEA
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TEXAS PANHANDLE AEA
Shawn Kennedy

TRENDS CO-EDITOR

TRENDS CO-EDITOR

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Andres Peralta

PHOTOGRAPHER
Danielle Pontus

TAEA STAR EDITOR
Sara Chapman

REGION 1
Open Position

REGION 2
Alejandra Pena

REGION 3
Jamie Sainz

REGION 4
Jessica Green

REGION 5
Open Position

REGION 6
Lisa L. Miller

REGION 7
Wayne Gaddis

REGION 8
Carrie Slay

REGION 9
Christie Andrews

REGION 10
Charles Petty

REGION 11
Dallas Williams

REGION 12
Open Position

REGION 13
Carolyn Scalan

REGION 14
Open Position

REGION 15
Shara Wright

REGION 16
Elizabeth Strobel

REGION 17
Open Position

REGION 18
Jesus Valeriano

REGION 19
Open Position

REGION 20
Open Position
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