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Junior VASE Rules & Policies 2026-27 (edits highlighted in yellow) 

Purpose: This event will officially be named the Junior Visual Art Scholas5c Event (JR VASE) and shall be under the 
supervision and direc;on of TAEA. The purpose of the Texas Art Educa;on Associa;on Junior Visual Art Scholas1c Event 
is to recognize exemplary student achievement in visual art through individual and original expression of ideas which 
apply the elements and principles of art based upon the addi;onal research of art media and art history. 

For informa2on about the VASE Blue Ribbon Commi;ee, click on VASE Blue Ribbon Commi=ee 
on the Rules & Policies tab at the top of the VASE website. 
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The VASE Blue Ribbon Commi=ee has chosen to con5nue the JR VASE IN ABSENTIA EVENT PILOT for 2027, which 
occurs simultaneously as the In-Person Regional Event.  The IN ABSENTIA entry enables students with an approved 
a=endance conflict to submit work for adjudica5on and feedback without a=ending the In-Person Regional Event. 
Teachers will apply for IN ABSENTIA Status before the Final Deadline, and if granted by the Regional Director, can 

enter no more than 20% of their student entries as In-Absen5a. 

Three major changes were made to the original pilot for the 2027 JR VASE Regional Events:  1) The Junior VASE Virtual 
Pilot Program will now be referred to as the Junior VASE IN ABSENTIA Event Pilot; 2) Jurors will evaluate all IN 

ABSENTIA JR VASE entries using the IN ABSENTIA Criteria (see Sec5on III.2) with a top score of 60; and 3) IN ABSENTIA 
entries WILL also be eligible for Area Event Adjudica5on Pla5num Level (see Sec5on III.3).     

 
IN ABSENTIA Event Pilot rules modifica5ons are in red type, highlighted yellow. 

 

Sec$on I.1: GENERAL REGULATIONS 

TEACHER ELIGIBILITY: The Junior Visual Art Scholas;c Event (JR VASE) shall be open only to full-;me students in grades 
6-8 in all Texas comprehensive (accredited) public, private, charter or homeschools. The sponsor teacher must be a 
current member of TAEA and accept the responsibility of students, procedures, and entries. A school may 
par;cipate in JR VASE whether or not a formal art program is in place on the campus. It is prohibited for a member 
teacher to register any other teacher’s students with his/her TAEA number. A TAEA member/teacher may enter 
student artwork produced under his/her direct supervision as long as the student is not also working on that same 
artwork under a non-member’s supervision. A viola;on of this rule will result in disqualifica;on of the TAEA 
member’s students, and the second art teacher’s students.  In the case of Virtual/Online Schools within a school 
district, the student must have a district-assigned art teacher/instructor in order to par;cipate; the sponsor cannot 
be a parent/guardian. 

(A) STUDENT ELIGIBILITY: All par;cipa;ng students must be academically eligible on the day of the JR VASE event, in 
accordance with the TEA UIL Side by Side Academic Requirements (No Pass/No Play) TEC 33.08C. A student need 
not be enrolled in an art class to have his/her work considered for submission. A student’s JR VASE artwork 
crea;on MUST be both SUPERVISED by, and SPONSORED by, the same individual TAEA member from their 
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campus of record who SUPERVISED the crea;on of the work. Par;cipa;ng students must be enrolled in the 
sponsoring school for 30 calendar days prior to the Regional Event. Artwork entered in a Regional Event is subject 
to rules, procedures and fees that apply at the Regional Event. 

(B) SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS: TAEA and host sites will not take responsibility for students. All par;cipa;ng 
students must have district-approved adult supervision at all JR VASE events, at all ;mes. It is the 
Sponsor/Teacher’s responsibility to have students checked in and at their assigned adjudica;on loca;on 30 
minutes before they are to be juried. Failure of the Sponsor/Teacher to do so can result in disqualifica;on. 

(C) NUMBER OF ENTRIES: Any student who par;cipates may enter a total of two works of art. No more than one 
student may work on a single entry. 

Sec$on I.2: ENTRY REGULATIONS 

(A) RULES AND GUIDELINES 
(1) Originality: 

(a) All student artwork in its en;rety must have only original sources (original to the student ar;st). 
i. Using/copying published images is not allowed. This also applies to song lyrics and other 

published literary works; no non-original/published crea;ve words should be used as either 
subject or background. Students are encouraged to incorporate their own words in their artwork 
if they choose. Examples of non-original/published crea;ve words include: song lyrics, poetry, 
plays, novels. 

ii. Published material such as newspaper & magazine pages may be used ONLY as a textural ground 
or as collage material. Regarding ground/collage material containing non-original images; such 
imagery MUST NOT be recognizable and/or used in its en;rety. ALL non-original images 
contained within ground/collage material MUST be repurposed and/or manipulated well beyond 
their original form/composi;on. Examples of non-original/copyrighted images include: comics, 
licensed characters, ar;st-rendered illustra;ons, anatomical illustra;ons. (see more) 

iii. Artwork cannot contain an image of, or make use of, a licensed character or characters (2D/3D). 
iv. Students must create the artwork from observa;on, their imagina;on, their experiences, or a 

photograph taken by the student who produced the artwork. 
v. Family photos of close family members or family events may be used as a source if not taken by a 

professional photographer or ar;st. The artwork cannot be a composi;onal replica;on of the 
family photo. The source photo must be used as a part of new visual or conceptual material. 
Removing the source photo’s background and/or changing its color(s) does not add the required 
type of personal crea;vity to the composi;on. (see more) 

vi. Images generated by AI (ar;ficial intelligence) apps cannot be used at any stage in the 
development of a work of art intended to be entered in any JR VASE program level. AI tools scan 
other ar;sts' works for their style and subject mader; use of such images cons;tute plagiarism 
and do not abide by the JR VASE artwork originality rule. AI-generated images CANNOT BE 
COPIED, in part or as a whole. 

vii. Composi;on and/or concept of the artwork must be original to the student ar;st and may not 
replicate the artwork of another individual. (see more) 

viii. Automated electronic enhancements are not considered original when the program is making the 
sole ar;s;c choice for the ar;st. 

ix. The artwork should not be a composi;onal replica;on of an automated electronic enhancement. 
x. If a teacher has any doubt about the originality of an artwork, the work should not be submided 

(refer to Checklist: Qualifica;ons Criteria, p. 12). 
xi. Photographic references must be taken by, or directed by, the student ar;st. A student-directed 

photograph that is taken by another person (teacher, family, friend) MUST include the student 
ar;st in the photo. 

https://www.taea.org/VASE/assets/2026/2026-VASE-Preparing-for-VASE-Events.pdf
https://www.taea.org/VASE/assets/2026/2026-VASE-Preparing-for-VASE-Events.pdf
https://www.taea.org/VASE/assets/2026/2026-VASE-Preparing-for-VASE-Events.pdf
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xii. No mechanically-copied/printed artworks may be submided as a subs;tute for the original art. 
(b) All artwork must have the Reference PDF uploaded as part of the online student entry. Each page of the 

Reference PDF can contain up to SIX images. Students may also type info that exceeds the 100 words 
allowed on the Student Intent Form (from this point on may be referred to as the Student Intent Form). (see 
more) 

i. The Reference PDF includes but is not limited to the students’ own photographs, student 
sketches, student-directed self-portrait photographs, and produc;on/reflec;on notes. If a 
photograph was used as a source for any part of the student artwork, the photo must be part of 
the Reference PDF. If the student is submihng a photograph as their entry, the 
produc;on/reflec;on notes should be included in the REFERENCE PDF (see 1.b.iv).  Student 
sketches and/or produc;on/reflec;on notes may not be used as a subs;tute for an artwork 
created by using a photographic reference image. 

ii. The appropriate box(es) on the Student Intent Form must be checked ci;ng the source(s) for the 
artwork. A reference corresponding to each box checked must be included in the Reference PDF. 

iii. A detailed descrip;on of the source of the image (for example, who took the photo and where it 
was taken) must be wriden in the appropriate sec;on on the Student Intent Form. 

iv. Photographic entries must have basic iden;fying informa;on included in a Reference PDF (contact 
sheet, produc;on notes, etc.). Further elabora;on is wriden elsewhere on the Student Intent 
Form. 

(c) No one other than the ar2st of record may work directly on or manipulate any artwork entered in JR 
VASE; this includes parents, teacher/sponsors, mentors, and other collaborators. 

(2) Art Produc2on: 
(a) Artwork entered in a previous Junior VASE event cannot be re-entered in another JR VASE event. 
(b) All artworks submided must be completed between the previous year’s Regional Event and the current 

year’s Regional Event. 
(c) The number of credits for a student entered must be according to the current number of credits at the 

;me of the regional event. Each semester counts as .5 (half) credit. Students not currently enrolled in an 
art class can enter JR VASE if a sponsoring teacher on their campus supervises the entry. If the student 
par;cipates in JR VASE more than one year, they must move up a division each year. 

(d) It is the responsibility of the student ar;st to secure direct permission from any model who poses or 
whose image is u;lized within their artwork. 

(e) A TAEA member/teacher may enter student artwork produced under their direct supervision. JR VASE 
student artwork entries cannot be worked on or produced under any other private teacher’s supervision. 

(3) Inappropriate/Offensive Works of Art: TAEA/JR VASE adheres to displays of artwork that are family friendly. 
(a) The following subject mader is inappropriate for the JR VASE Regional Event and is prohibited: 

i. Any artworks that include profane references to a deity, obscene language, use of any drugs or drug 
paraphernalia, images of suicide/self-harm, or criminal violence. 

ii. Artworks that include any image or language that is recognized as discriminatory toward any race, 
ethnicity, religion, culture, disability or gender/iden;ty. 

iii. Artworks that include completely exposed female breasts (with or without nipples), imagery of any 
gender genitalia including bare budocks, and/or sugges;ve or explicit sexuality. 

(b) Teachers must receive the campus principal’s signature on the Regional Entry Cer;fica;on/Teacher Check 
In-Out Form verifying the artwork has been reviewed by the principal and the content has been 
approved. 

(c) The regional event venue may choose not to display artwork that does not align with their community 
standards. Such decisions will not affect the artwork's eligibility for adjudica;on or advancement within 
the JR VASE process. 

https://www.taea.org/VASE/assets/2026/2026-VASE-Creating-Reference-PDF.pdf
https://www.taea.org/VASE/assets/2026/2026-VASE-Creating-Reference-PDF.pdf
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(4) Specifica2ons of Two-dimensional Artwork (including Digital): 
(a) Two-dimensional artwork must be no larger than 24” X 36”, including mat or mount. 
(b) Artwork cannot exceed a weight of 50 pounds. 
(c) Tex;les, canvas pain;ngs, and shaped canvases do not require mats or mounts. 
(d) All other 2-D artworks must be maded or mounted with sturdy white or black mat board or poster board 

with full suppor;ve adached backing. 
(e) No liners or addi;onal inner mats allowed. 
(f) No glass or acetate coverings will be accepted in the prepara;on of artworks. 
(g) A frame or box may only be used as long as it is incorporated as part of the artwork imagery. 
(h) All artworks must be dry or fixed. 
(i) Delicate, fragile or relief 2-D pieces must be in a box. A duplicate Student Intent Form, and a photo no 

smaller than 5x7” of the artwork must be securely adached to the outside of the box. 
(j) Artworks may not have anything adached or protruding that would be dangerous to handle. 

(k) All parts of the artwork must be safely secured and safe to handle. 
(l) All 2-D artworks entered must have a protec;ve fold-over/flap cover to protect the artwork. 
(m) Audio tracks in Anima;on/mo;on graphics entries that are not original to the student must not exceed 

10% of the original audio composi;on, 30 seconds maximum. 
(n) Anima;on/mo;on graphics entries must not be longer than 5 minutes.  
(o) Anima;on/mo;on graphics projects must not include live actors. 
(p) Anima;on/mo;on graphics and interac;ve media entries must be accompanied by 1-4 s;ll images no 

larger than 8.5"x11”. One image must be maded/mounted for display and iden;fica;on following 2-D 
guidelines. A printable QR label will be available; it must be adached to the lower lep of the mat. 

(q) Students must provide their own plaqorm for presen;ng their interac;ve media entry. In case entries are 
being considered during area or state judging, students must provide a word-processed document with 
opera;ng instruc;ons for playing the entry. 

(r) DVD or external portable storage device for anima;on/mo;on graphics must be put in a bubble padded, 
9 x 12 envelope with the Student Intent Form and a s;ll image printed and adached to the front of the 
envelope. In addi;on, the media file must be uploaded onto an online plaqorm (ex: YouTube channel), 
and that URL copied & pasted into the Student Intent Form. 

(5) Specifica2ons of Three-dimensional Artwork (including Digital): 
(a) Three-dimensional artwork must be no larger than 24” X 24” X 36” in total dimensions including base. 
(b) Artwork cannot exceed a weight of 50 pounds including the base. 
(c) Artwork must be sturdy and able to stand alone without other means of support. 
(d) Artworks may not have anything adached or protruding that would be dangerous to handle. 
(e) All parts of the artwork must be safely secured and safe to handle. 
(f) Greenware, oil-based clay, or unfired clay will not be accepted. 
(g) All work including cas;ng, laser cuhng, and 3D prin;ng, must be done by the student. 
(h) If a sculpture has a base, the base must be adached. Installa;ons not adached to a base must meet all 

size specifica;ons and the student must set up and dismantle the installa;on. 
(i) Entries must be transported to the juror in an enclosed corrugated cardboard, wooden box, or plas;c 

container with secured lid/top, and with adequate packing materials. All boxes must be suitable for 
shipping. Each artwork must be in its own individual box (do not put more than one artwork in a box). 

(j) The Student Intent Form must be adached to the artwork. 
(k) A duplicate Student Intent Form and a photo no smaller than 5x7” of the artwork must be securely 

adached on the outside of the box. 
(l) Three-dimensional artworks arriving without the proper packing will be disqualified. 
(m) Audio tracks in Anima;on/mo;on graphics entries that are not original to the student must not exceed 

10% of the original audio composi;on, 30 seconds maximum. 
(n) Anima;on/mo;on graphics entries must not be longer than 5 minutes. 
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(o) Anima;on/mo;on graphics projects must not include live actors. 
(p) Anima;on/mo;on graphics and interac;ve media entries must be accompanied by 1-4 s;ll images no 

larger than 8.5"x11”. One image must be maded/mounted for display and iden;fica;on following 2-D 
guidelines. A printable QR label will be available; it must be adached to the lower lep of the mat. 

(q) Students must provide their own plaqorm for presen;ng their interac;ve media entry. In case entries 
are being considered during area or state judging, students must provide a word-processed document 
with opera;ng instruc;ons for playing the entry. 

(r) DVD or external portable storage device for anima;on/mo;on graphics must be put in a bubble padded, 
9 x 12 envelope with the Student Intent Form and a s;ll image printed and adached to the front of the 
envelope. In addi;on, the media file must be uploaded onto an online plaqorm (ex: YouTube channel), 
and that URL copied & pasted into the Student Intent Form. 

(6) Specifica2ons of Func2oning Artworks: 
Any ar;st who wishes the func;onality of their JR VASE entry to be considered in the adjudica;on process 
should consider the op;ons outlined below: 
(a) Instruc;ons must be provided with the artwork describing the assembly and ac;va;on of the 

func;onality, as well as where and how the components are packaged. 
(b) For the work to func;on during adjudica;on and display, all necessary items must be provided; for 

example, electrical extension cord/power strip, water, etc. 
(c) A URL or QR code may be provided with the entry documenta;on showing the artwork func;oning. That 

video file, no more than 30 seconds long, can be uploaded onto an online plaqorm (ex: YouTube 
channel), and that URL copied & pasted into the Student Intent Form to be viewed for adjudica;on only. 

(d) If circumstances prevent ac;va;ng func;onality for judging and/or displaying the artwork, the URL, QR 
code, or wriden instruc;ons will be used. A printable QR label will be available for the video file; it must 
be adached to the s;ff backing of the adached Student Intent Form. 

(7) Accurate Entry Regula2ons: Any artwork not submided accurately with correct paperwork having all 
required signatures will be disqualified. This includes an inaccurate student division or any hand altera;ons 
to any form aper the edit deadline. 

(8) Durability Policy: All submided artworks, both 2-D and 3-D, must be durable enough to withstand handling 
and transporta;on. The structural integrity and durability are the sole responsibility of the student under 
the direc;on of their sponsor teacher. In an effort to protect student artworks, all 2-D artworks entered 
must have a protec;ve fold-over/flap cover to protect the artwork and a backing that will make the artwork 
sturdy. Greenware, oil-based clay, or unfired clay will not be accepted.  

(B) DISQUALIFICATION POLICY: Artworks not mee;ng the JR VASE entry and eligibility regula;ons will be 
disqualified. However, disqualified artwork will be allowed to complete the jury process with a “No Ra;ng” 
status. A juror will interview the student and place comments on the Regional Juror Ra;ng Form for student 
growth, but no numeric ra;ng will be given. The artwork will not be considered for advancement to the State JR 
VASE Event. The Regional Juror Ra;ng Form will be marked with a DQ in the Ra;ng Box. Only a Jury Lead or 
Qualifica;ons Lead in caucus with the Regional Director may officially disqualify artwork. 

(C) DAMAGE OR LOSS POLICY: While every effort will be made to prevent damage to any work of art, neither TAEA 
nor the host School/District will be held responsible for the thep, loss or damage of works entered in JR VASE. 

Sec$on I.3: ARTWORK CATEGORIES DEFINED 

(A) CATEGORY 2-D: Two-Dimensional Design 
Artwork that primarily has two dimensions (width and height). 

(B) CATEGORY 3-D: Three-Dimensional Design 
Artwork that has three dimensions (height, width and depth). The understanding is that the structure of the 3-D 
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artwork is constructed by the student. 

(C) STUDENTS MAY CHOOSE to enter an artwork in the 2-D or 3-D category, but students should consider that 
entering it in a non-tradi;onal format could make it difficult to meet the criteria according to the standards. 

(D) A STUDENT USING A READY-MADE OBJECT as the surface for a tradi;onal 2-D medium may choose to enter it 
as a 3-D artwork or as a 2-D artwork. However, the student should consider that entering it as a 3-D artwork will 
make it difficult to meet the criteria because jurors consider 3-D artwork as that which is constructed by the 
student. An example of this type of artwork is a pain;ng done on an actual guitar. 

Sec$on II: POLICY, PROCEDURES AND CODE OF ETHICS 

(A) ENTRY CERTIFICATION: All official regional entries in JR VASE must be entered online in the official TAEA/JR 
VASE website. All official forms will be generated from the data submided. Any changes altering any part of the 
official entry forms will result in disqualifica;on. All entries must be listed on the Regional Entry 
Cer5fica5on/Teacher Check In-Out Form and signed by the school principal. Artwork that is confirmed on the 
Regional Entry Cer5fica5on/ Teacher Check In-Out Form must be the same artwork that is juried at the event. 
No artwork will be juried without a properly completed Regional Entry Cer5fica5on/Teacher Check In-Out 
Form. This form not only cer;fies that the students are academically eligible, but also that the artworks have 
been carefully examined by the school administra;on and found to be acceptable for students, the school, and 
the community. Deadlines are firm and must be met without excep;on. It is the responsibility of the teacher to 
ensure that the artwork that is adjudicated at the event is the same as the artwork registered on-line in the 
TAEA/JR VASE website. Artwork MUST match the uploaded completed Artwork Photo. The Regional Entry 
Cer5fica5on/Teacher Check In-Out Form is turned in at Teacher Check-In on the day of the regional event. 

(B) ENTRY FEES: An entry fee per student, per entry is required to cover JR VASE expenses (medals, jurors, prin;ng, 
etc.). The State Directors of VASE and Blue Ribbon Commidee annually review expenditures and adjust the entry 
fee for the regional events, if necessary and if approved by the Blue Ribbon Commidee. All entry fees are non-
refundable. All entry fees and regional invoices must be received by the TAEA Office before an artwork can be 
juried. Once a reserva;on for a student par;cipant is confirmed and remains in the JR VASE Regional Event 
website aper the Add/Delete deadline, the teacher/sponsor is required to pay for that entry, even if the 
confirmed entry and par;cipant Did Not Adend (DNA) the event.  TAEA/VASE State Directors suggests that a 
teacher/sponsor find a replacement the student who can no longer adend with an alternate par;cipant, such as 
a par;cipa;ng student who wants to enter a second work of art or a reluctant student who now wants to 
par;cipate.  This change MUST take place prior to the Final Deadline is for Edi;ng / Uploading / Cer;fica;on (10 
days out from Regional Event). 
(1) Regional Event entry fees will be $15.00 per entry. Make school checks payable to TAEA. Payment must be 

mailed to the TAEA office (or card payment processed) a minimum of ten days prior to the Regional Event 
and accompanied by a Regional Invoice. No cash payments or parent personal checks are accepted. 

(2) TAEA headquarters will coordinate funds for the regional event. 
(3) Student Entry Fees cannot be used to fund or support op;onal student ac;vi;es, concessions, or 

promo;onal items (T-shirts, budons, ribbons, pencils, notepads, etc.). 

(C)  ENTRY CATEGORIES (As defined in Sec;on I.3) 
(1) Category 2-D -Two-Dimensional Design 
(2) Category 3-D -Three-Dimensional Design 

(D) ENTRY PROCEDURES: 
(1) It is understandable that problems may arise during the process of preparing student artworks; however, 

prior to teacher check in, the following must be completed: 
(a) Teachers/Sponsors must register on arrival at the event; student artwork must be completely prepared. 
(b) Regional Cer;fica;on/Teacher Check In-Out Form is filled out and signed by the principal. 
(c) All entries must be completed and Cer;fied by the ;me they go through Online Qualifica;ons 
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(completed artwork photos, cer;fied entry uploads, compliant artwork specifica;ons and durability). 
(d) Artwork must be inspected during Online Qualifica;ons and cer;fied by a Qualifica;ons Worker 

according to the JR VASE Rules, Guidelines, and Policies before it can be juried. 
(e) Each sponsor teacher must sign out and pick up their medals at the comple;on of the Area event. Juror 

Ra;ng Forms can be printed by sponsor teachers once they are released by the Regional Director. 

(2) Student Intent Form: 
(a) A Student Intent Form is required for each entry. 
(b) The Student Intent Form must be cer;fied by the teacher of record prior to the event sta;ng that, “I 

cer;fy that this artwork was produced under my direct supervision; I have examined it & its sources and 
found it to be acceptable for students, our school, and our community. I have read and agree to uphold 
all rules, regula;ons, policies and the Code of Ethics of the TAEA Visual Arts Scholas;c Event.” 

(c) Students must complete a Student Intent Form for each artwork entered before the posted Upload & 
Cer;fica;on Deadline. All ques;ons must be answered in complete sentences using their own words. To 
help students answer the jurors' ques;ons, teachers may provide them with a copy of their wriden 
informa;on. Students must use only the space provided online for their responses; informa;on over 100 
words can be included in the Reference PDF. Each response MUST contain at least 10 words (excep;on: 
“Did you use Electronic Media?” ques;on has no minimum). Students must NOT repeat phrases or 
sentences to reach this minimum. 

(d) Each 2-D artwork entered must have the Student Intent Form (printed from Print Menu / Dashboard) 
securely adached to the center back of the artwork. 

(e) Each 3-D artwork must have the Student Intent Form (printed from Print Menu / Dashboard) glued or 
stapled to a s;ff board and ;ed to the artwork. 

(f) A copy of the Student Intent Form along with a photo no smaller than 5 X 7” of all boxed 2-D & 3-D 
artworks must be adached to the outside of the packing box. 

(g)  The URL field is for Anima;ons and Func;oning Artworks only. Do not include links to other videos, 
including those showing different views of 3D Artworks. 

(3) Titles: The Student Intent Form calls for a unique, crea;ve ;tle. For iden;fica;on purposes, each entry is 
required to have this. Students may not use generic descriptors such as Pain;ng, Drawing #1, Un;tled, 
Self-portrait, S;ll Life. Each piece of artwork registered by the same teacher must have a one-of-a-kind ;tle. 

(4) Artwork Release Form: Each teacher must complete a signed Artwork Release Form for each student. A 
student who is not 18 by the ;me of the event must have a parent signature. Signed Artwork Release Forms 
will be collected by the teacher, alphabe;zed as a group by student last name, and turned in at Teacher 
Registra;on on Event Day before any of the Artworks can be adjudicated. 

(E) Disqualifica2on Due Process: Procedure, Disciplinary Ac2on, and Addressing and Resolving Challenges 
(1) Procedure: Failure by any JR VASE par;cipant to uphold these rules, guidelines, or policies will result in 

disqualifica;on of the artwork. Once no;fied of a disqualifica;on, the teacher/sponsor must explain the 
ra;onale to the student and parents, as rule compliance is their responsibility. Teachers/sponsors may no 
longer challenge a disqualifica;on with the regional director once jurors have been dismissed; final 
judgment must be accepted professionally and with integrity. Disqualified artworks will be allowed to 
complete the jury process with a “Comments Only” status. Jurors will interview the student and place 
comments on the Regional Juror Ra;ng Form for student growth, but no numeric ra;ng will be given. The 
artwork will not be considered for advancement to the JR VASE Area Event (Pla;num Level). 

(2) Disciplinary Ac2on for Con2nued Disqualifica2ons: If a teacher/sponsor con;nuously fails to uphold the JR 
VASE Event Rules and Policies, leadership from JR VASE or TAEA will issue an infrac;on no;ce to the teacher, 
campus principal, superintendent, and district supervisor (if applicable). The teacher/sponsor has the right 
to contest disciplinary ac;on by bringing the issue before the VASE Blue Ribbon Commidee. 
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(3) Sanc2ons for Con2nued Disqualifica2ons: If, aper a “Con;nued Disqualifica;on” infrac;on no;fica;on is 
sent to supervisors, the teacher/sponsor con;nues to have disqualifica;ons in subsequent years, disciplinary 
proba;on/sanc;ons will be imposed on the teacher/sponsor. The teacher/sponsor has the right to contest 
disciplinary ac;on by bringing the issue before the VASE Blue Ribbon Commidee. 

(4) Cause for Immediate Sanc2ons: If at any ;me a teacher/sponsor or parent complaint escalates in a 
threatening or unprofessional manner towards a worker at a JR VASE event, the regional director, any State 
JR VASE official, or TAEA Leadership aper the complaint has been finalized and the result communicated 
with the teacher/sponsor or parent, that teacher represen;ng herself/himself or the parent will be subject 
to sanc;ons prohibi;ng involvement in future events for a number of years determined by the TAEA 
Execu;ve Board. Professional and respecqul challenges of qualifica;ons or adjudica;ons are allowed. 

(5) VASE Blue Ribbon Commi;ee Review: Any en;ty involved in JR VASE and/or a TAEA member may at any 
;me submit a sugges;on to the State Directors of VASE/Execu;ve Board for addi;ons or revisions to the 
TAEA/JR VASE Policies & Procedures and/or the JR VASE Rules & Policies (Guidelines). Sugges;ons will be 
considered by the VASE Blue Ribbon Commidee for rejec;on or implementa;on. 

(F) JR VASE Code of Ethics: The policies & code of ethics outlined in this sec;on will be observed by all JR VASE 
par;cipants. 
(1) School Officials 

(a) provide support, 
(b) create a climate of professional concern, 
(c) strive to assure that teachers and directors are aware of and observe the leder and intent of all TAEA/JR 

VASE rules and regula;ons, and 
(d) provide professional district employees as aides and/or interpreters when necessary. 

(2) Event Officials help facilitate the event with a spirit of courtesy and coopera;on among par;cipants. 
(3) Jurors (adjudicators): A JR VASE Juror (adjudicator) is a visual arts advocate who has a history of working 

within visual arts as a working ar;st, art educator, museum/gallery professional or art related vendor who 
possesses training, experience and/or a degree enabling them to ethically and impar;ally apply JR VASE 
standards to the adjudica;on process. 
(a) To serve as a VASE Juror for TEAM, Junior VASE or VASE, the individual must successfully complete the 

cer;fica;on training and it must be maintained according to the program’s guidelines. 
(b) Jury Leads at all levels MUST be cer;fied jurors. 
(c) Jury Leads must be TAEA members and cer;fied art educators. They may only serve as a Lead at one 

event in a region. 
(d) Juror Ethics: Jurors (adjudicators) will observe the policy and ethic codes of TAEA and JR VASE and 

uphold the JR VASE Juror Code of Ethics & Professional Standards. Jurors should maintain confiden;ality 
both during the adjudica;on process and aper the JR VASE Event concludes. 

(e) SEL Note: During the interview process, jurors may not comment (wriden or verbal), address or 
insinuate judgment about a student’s wellness or mental health to the student. If a juror has safety 
concerns regarding a student’s wellness or mental health, they must not address the concern to the 
student.  Jurors must communicate concerns only to the Jury Lead/Regional Director, who will then 
contact the student's JR VASE sponsor. 

(f) Viola2on of JR VASE Rules & Policies and/or event procedures can result in any of the following 
outcomes - warning, sanc;on, and immediate dismissal from an Event, and/or removal from the JR VASE 
Juror Pool. 

(g) Removal of Juror: 
(i) Viola;on of TAEA/JR VASE Policy/Ethics or JR VASE Juror Code of Ethics & Professional Standards 
(ii) Unprofessional behavior towards a JR VASE par;cipant or sponsor in terms of commentary on 

wellness, appearance, and mental health. During the adjudica;on process, the juror may not sexually 
or emo;onally harass an interviewee and shall maintain professional and ethical behavior at all 
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;mes. 
(iii) Chronic Event adendance issues. 
(iv) Refusal to respond to direc;ons from the Jury Lead/Regional Director including but not limited to 

pacing, commentary, scoring and other assigned responsibili;es. 

The complete JR VASE Juror Code of Ethics & Professional Standards is available on the Juror home page. 
 

(4) Visual Arts Teachers/Sponsors 
(a) know and uphold all rules as stated in the TAEA/JR VASE Policy and Ethics and General Regula;ons, 
(b) foster a spirit of ar;s;c involvement and aesthe;c achievement for all par;cipants in the event, 
(c) ins;ll by word and example the respect for, and compliance with, all event regula;ons and the graceful 

acceptance of qualifica;on and adjudica;on, 
(d) abstain from any prac;ce that makes a student feel pressured to par;cipate in non-school ac;vi;es, 
(e) abstain from any prac;ce which allows plagiarism to violate the ethical standards of quality art 

educa;on and the JR VASE program, and 
(f) appropriately supervise all par;cipa;ng students. 
(g) All teachers/sponsors must be present during check-in and check-out, collect all artwork when the event 

concludes, and complete any necessary paperwork for par;cipa;on in the regional event. 
(h) If the teacher of record is unable to be present at check-in or check-out, a campus designee must be 

appointed by the campus administrator prior to the event in order to bring students and collect the 
artwork at the conclusion of the event. This informa;on is recorded on the Regional 
Cer;fica;on/Teacher Check In-Out Form, which requires principal signature. 

(i) Failure to uphold the Policy and Code of Ethics can result in student disqualifica;on and/or teacher 
proba;on recommenda;on being forwarded to the State Director of JR VASE and TAEA Execu;ve Board. 

(5) Students 
(a) know and respect the rules and regula;ons, and 
(b) maintain a sense of educa;onal purpose while par;cipa;ng in JR VASE. 
(c) Failure to uphold JR VASE Policy and Code of Ethics can result in a disqualifica;on. 

 

Sec$on III.1: CRITERIA FOR ADJUDICATION 

(A) JR VASE STANDARDS/CRITERIA: 
(1) The Texas Essen;al Knowledge and Skills (State Board of Educa;on, Chapter 117) will form the nucleus of the 

evalua;on standards for the juried compe;;on. 

(2) JR VASE artwork will be evaluated on the following criteria (TAEA/JR VASE Artwork Standards set by the 
VASE Blue Ribbon Commidee): 
(a) Student Research and Applica2on to Work: The purpose or message of the artwork or any ar;st’s 

works or styles that influenced it. 
(b) Sources for Artwork: Detailed explana;on for artwork sources. As examples, originality of photos and 

where they were taken, the idea behind work from the imagina;on. 
(c) Execu2on and Technique: The steps for using the technique, the medium/media, technology 

applica;ons, and the elements of art and principles of design. 
(d) Aesthe2cs and Cri2cal Judgment: The aesthe;c and cri;cal decisions made while crea;ng the artwork 

and why they were made. 
(e) Personal Expression: How the artwork represents the student’s individual point of view, imagina;on, 

crea;vity, and individuality. 
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(B) JR VASE DIVISIONS: When determining in which division to place a student’s artwork, teachers will count the 
number of art credits earned by February 1st of that year’s event. Each semester completed counts as .5 (half) 
credit 

(1) The Visual Art Scholas;c Event will have three divisions: 
(a) Division 3 - (Difficult) 2.5 - 3 Credits earned in Art. 
(b) Division 2 - (Intermediate) 1.5 - 2 Credits earned in Art. 
(c) Division 1 - (Beginning) 0 - 1 Credits earned in Art. 

(2) Any returning JR VASE par;cipant must advance at least one division per year of subsequent JR VASE 
par;cipa;on. 

(3) Teachers may advance a student to a higher division at their discre;on, but they may not place them in a 
lower division. 

Sec$on III.2: REGIONAL ADJUDICATION PROCEDURE 

(A) Jurors: Each event will have a team of qualified jurors composed of cer;fied public school art educators, 
supervisors and/or, if available, college faculty, university faculty, or art professionals. It is recommended that 
jurors be selected from outside the district or region that is being juried, if possible. 

(B) Adjudica2on Procedures for In-Person Par2cipants: 
(1) In-Person Par;cipants must be present for an eight-minute individualized interview with a juror on the day 

of their assigned Regional Event, at which ;me the juror will score the elements of the Juror Ra;ng Form. 
(2) The Student Interview will receive a score for each of the five sec;ons based on a point system of 4 

(highest) to 1 (lowest). 
(3) The Artwork Evalua2on will receive a score for each of the five sec;ons based on a point system of 8 

(highest) to 2 (lowest) for that student’s division.  
(C) Adjudica2on Procedures for IN ABSENTIA Par2cipants:  

(1) IN ABSENTIA Par;cipants are those individuals who have an unplanned, conflic;ng event which now 
prevents his/her adendance as In-Person at the Regional Event. 

(2) Teachers will apply for IN ABSENTIA Entry Status before the Final Deadline, which can be found at the top of 
the JR VASE Teacher Dashboard.  

(3) If the request is approved, teachers/students will prepare the artwork for the event as if they were an In-
Person par;cipant and will s;ll be required to meet all regional deadlines.  Teachers/Sponsors will bring the 
prepared IN ABSENTIA artworks with the In-Person students & entries to the Regional Event.  All IN 
ABSENTIA entries will be dropped off at the designated loca;on set by the Regional Director.   

(4) Jurors assigned to adjudicate the IN ABSENTIA entries by using the informa;on provided in the uploaded 
Intent Form and Reference PDF.   The IN ABSENTIA juror will use both uploaded documents to determine 
the Student Interview Score. 

(5) The Student Interview will receive a score for each of the five sec;ons based on a point system of 4 
(highest) to 1 (lowest). 

(6) The Artwork Evalua2on will receive a score for each of the five sec;ons based on a point system of 8 
(highest) to 2 (lowest) for that student’s division. 

(D) Scoring Criteria, Student Expecta-ons, and Ra-ng Descriptors: 
(1) The juror will assign student Interview scores based on the following criteria: 

● Student research and applica;on to work: Explain purpose (assignment or individual) in developing artwork 
and describe how they achieved their desired goal. 

● Artwork Sources: Explain in detail the sources used in the development of your artwork. 
● Execu;on and technique: Iden;fy the technical skills related to the media/medium employed in this 

artwork. 
● Use of elements and principles of art: Explain the process used to select and organize the visual aspects of 
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this work. 
● Aesthe;cs and cri;cal judgment: Describe the aesthe;c and cri;cal decisions involved in developing this 

work from original concept to finished product. 
● Personal Expression: Describe ways in which the artwork represents individual point of view, imagina;on, 

crea;vity, and individuality. 
(2) The juror will assign Artwork Evalua;on scores based on artwork evalua;on criteria outlined in Sec;on III.1, 

Criteria for Adjudica;on. A.2 (above) while considering Juror Ra;ng Form descriptors, which are based on 
the referenced criteria. 

● Student Research and Applica;on to Work: The purpose or message of the artwork or any ar;st’s works or 
styles that influenced it. 

● Sources for Artwork: Detailed explana;on for artwork sources. As examples, originality of photos and where 
they were taken; the idea behind work from the imagina;on. 

● Execu;on and Technique: The steps for using the technique, the medium/media, technology applica;ons, 
and the elements of art and principles of design. 

● Aesthe;cs and Cri;cal Judgment: The aesthe;c and cri;cal decisions made while crea;ng the artwork and 
why they were made. 

● Personal Expression: How the artwork represents the student’s individual point of view, imagina;on, 
crea;vity, and individuality. 

(3) Student Expecta2ons according to Division Level. Jurors MUST keep student level expecta;ons in mind as 
they consider whether or not the student meets the scoring criteria. 

● Division III: Students demonstrate an understanding of and ability to apply the elements and principles of 
design in their own crea;ve style, display a disciplined ahtude toward a variety of visual phenomena, and 
display advanced technical skill in the produc;on of quality works of art. 

● Division II: Students demonstrate an understanding of, and ability to apply, the elements and principles of 
design in their own individual crea;ve style and display technical skill in the produc;on of quality artworks. 

● Division I: Students demonstrate an understanding of, and ability to apply, the elements and principles of 
design in their own individual, crea;ve style. 

(4) Ra2ng Descriptors: Jurors will evaluate artwork in each classifica;on by employing the following ra;ng 
system to designate the degree of proficiency in which the student developed the JR VASE standards leading 
to the level of ar;s;c quality within their work: 

RATING IV: Excellent (in mee;ng the criteria)  
RATING III: Strong (in mee;ng the criteria)  
RATING II: Developing (in mee;ng the criteria)  
RATING I: Emerging (in mee;ng the criteria) 
 

Scoring Con6nuum 
IV III II I 

Excellent Emerging 
 

(E) The juror will provide wriden comments and sugges;ons that give the student ar;st posi;ve, immediate 
feedback and encourage ar;s;c growth.  The juror’s decision is final. The Jury Lead for each Regional Event will 
cer;fy all Regional and Area results. 

(F) The Regional Director or appointee will be responsible for verifying the Juror Ra;ng Forms and medals and/or 
cer;ficates by division for all event par;cipants. 

(G) Scheduling Formula for Jurors – Up to thirty (30) entries on a ten-minute schedule per juror. 
(H) Jurors will evaluate artwork by employing the following ra;ng system to designate the assessment score 

assigned to an artwork: 
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(I) To maintain the integrity of the jury process, only jurors and designated event officials are permided in any area 
where the jury process is in progress. 

(J) No awards or results should be given un6l aAer area judging is complete.  All sponsors must check out 
through the regional director. 

(K) AWARDS: Regional Medals are awarded at the Regional Event to those students receiving a Ra;ng IV-Excellent 
in any Division (1, 2, or 3). All other students will receive a Regional Par;cipa;on Cer;ficate from the 
Teacher/Sponsor. 
 

Sec$on III.3: AREA EVENT (PLATINUM Selec$on) 

ALL Entries: The Regional Event may also serve as the Pla;num (Area) Event, where Pla;num (All-Area) artworks are 
selected. All regional entries receiving a Ra;ng IV-Superior qualify for the Area jury process. When all regional 
artworks have been juried, and all scores have been entered online, the Area jury process may begin. 

(1) Regional artworks that have received a Ra;ng IV-Superior will be juried again, by a select group of 
designated jurors, to determine the Pla;num Level Artworks. No artwork with a ra;ng less than a Ra;ng IV 
qualifies for the Area event. 

(2) Artwork must be juried in the same Division that qualified it for Pla;num adjudica;on. No artwork may be 
moved up or down a division once a regional ra;ng has been given. 

(3) Jurors are allowed one vote for each artwork in their Area Division. The artworks receiving the majority of 
votes will earn a Pla;num Medal (10% of those receiving a Regional 4 ra;ng in each Division). 

  

Points on Juror Ra1ng Form for Regional/Zone Event 
Ra;ng IV Excellent = 60 – 51 
Ra;ng III Strong = 50 - 37  
Ra;ng II Developing = 36 - 25  
Ra;ng I Emerging = 24 - 15 
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Checklist: Qualifica0on Criteria 
Viola-ons include but are not limited to the following— 
 

a. Artwork is not ma.ed or mounted. Canvas pain5ngs, tex5les and oddly-shaped artworks do not need mats/mounts.  
b. Artwork does not have a sturdy backing.  
c. Artwork has pieces a.ached or protruding that would be dangerous to handle. Pieces are not safely secured.  
d. Mat is not black or white.  
e. Artwork weighs more than 50 pounds.  
f. Artwork produced from a source not origina5ng with the student/not falling within acceptable originality guidelines. 
g. Artwork contains an image of, or makes use of, a licensed character or characters. 
h. Student Intent Form is not a.ached to the correct artwork.  
i. A photograph was used as a reference, but a copy of the photograph was not provided in the Reference PDF.  
j. Artwork’s Student Intent Form does not have its source(s) check-marked and explained. 
k. Artwork present at the event does not match the uploaded Finished Artwork Photo. 
l. Artwork was previously entered in a previous Junior VASE event. 
m. Artwork was completed before last year’s Regional JR VASE. (Reference the last year’s Regional Event date).  
n. Printed informa5on on any JR VASE form was manually altered.  
o. Artwork and/or student informa5on entered inaccurately (e.g. student division).  
p. Artwork content is inappropriate/offensive. 
q. Student ar5st is ineligible in accordance with the UIL No Pass No Play Academic Requirements.  
r. Entry Fees are not paid.  
s. Teacher/Sponsor is not a member in good standing with TAEA. 
t. Student ar5st is not accompanied by the Teacher/Sponsor of record (or designee assigned by the principal).  
u. Regional Entry Cer9fica9on/Teacher Check In-Out Form is not signed by the principal.  
v. Two-Dimensional Artwork will be disqualified for any of the following:  

i. Artwork and mat exceed 24” x 36”, including mat.  
ii. Artwork weighs more than 50 pounds.  

iii. Artwork is covered with glass, acetate or cellophane that cannot be removed, or has non-incorporated frame.  
iv. Drawings are not properly fixed and are in danger of damaging other artworks.  
v. Mat on artwork includes a liner or addi5onal inner (double) mat.  

vi. Artwork is wet. (Paint, ink or another medium has not completely dried before being qualified.)  
vii. Delicate, fragile, or high relief artworks are not in a box with a copy of the Student Intent Form, & a photo 5x7” or 

larger of the artwork a.ached to the box.  
viii. Protec5ve fold-over/flap cover is not a.ached to the artwork as a protec5on for the work.  

w. Three-Dimensional Artwork will be disqualified for any of the following:  
i. Artwork dimensions exceed 24” x 24” x 36”.  

ii. Artwork is not transported in an acceptable corrugated cardboard or wooden box or plas5c tub suitable for 
shipping.  Box does not contain proper packing to ensure artwork can withstand handling/transporta5on. 

iii. Artwork doesn’t have a copy of the Student Intent Form & photo 5x7” or larger of the artwork affixed to the box.  
iv. Artwork is not sturdy and/or cannot stand alone without other means of support.  
v. If the sculpture has a base, the base is not a.ached.  

vi. Artwork is wet or not fired. Greenware, oil-based clay, or unfired clay will not be accepted.  
vii. Artwork is otherwise delicate, fragile, or poten5ally harmful to handle. 

x. Anima9on/mo9on graphics, interac9ve media entries will be disqualified for any of the following: 
i. Audio track used for an Anima5on/mo5on graphics entry that is not composed by the student exceeds 10% of each 

non-original audio composi5on used, 30 seconds maximum. 
ii. Anima5on/mo5on graphics entry is longer than 5 minutes.  

iii. Entry file is not presented on an external storage device/DVD in a padded 9"x12" envelope with Student Intent 
Form affixed to the outside of the envelope.  

iv. Anima5on/mo5on graphics project includes live actors.  
v. Anima5on/mo5on graphics and interac5ve media entries not accompanied by 1-4 s5ll images no larger than 

8.5"x11”. 
vi. Ma.ed/mounted s5ll image is not included (complies with 2-D guidelines). 

vii. Word-processed document with opera5ng instruc5ons is not included with each interac5ve media entry 


