Roxanne Swentzell

Roxanne Swentzell was destined to be a talented artist.
Her family is full of renowned potters and sculptors. Her
talent was recognized early. Her first piece of art was a clay
dog at the age of four. As a child, Roxanne found it difficult
to express herself with words, the results of shyness and a
speech impediment. But while watching her mother shape
clay, she discovered a way to communicate. One day, sad
and discouraged after having a hard day in grade school
and unable to tell her mother what was wrong, she picked
up a hunk of her mother’s clay. She formed it into the figure
of a little girl
with her head
down on a
school desk.
Her mother looked at it and immediately un-
derstood. She had found her voice. She was
given the opportunity to spend two years at
the Institute for American Indian Arts in Santa
Fe before graduating from high school. She
then went on to the Portland Museum Art
School.
After formal training and the development
of her own style, Swentzell began to cre-
ate full-length clay figures that represent the
complete spectrum of the human spirit. She feels that many people are out of touch with
their environment and hopes relating to her expressive characters will help them get back
in touch with their surroundings and feelings. Her figures represent a full range of emo-
tions and irrepressible moods. Swentzell focuses a lot on interpretative female portraits
attempting to bring back the balance of power between the male and female, inherently
recognized in her own culture. Additionally, she increasingly uses a powerful sense of
humor to communicate.
Her work is in such high demand that people line up by the dozens at her booth at shows
like Santa Fe Indian Market where she won Best of Sculpture in 1999 with a larger-than-
life bronze. In 2004 she completed a commission for the Smithsonian Institute for the
National Museum of the Amerlcan Indian. Though steeped in her own culture, Swentzell’s
W : . =7 il work demonstrates an astounding universality,

e i i PR | « speaking to people of all cultures. Check out her
8 web site at www.roxanneswentzell.net
= Her Keynote presentation will be on Sunday,
Nov. 13, 9 — 11 am. She will present her Master
Artist Series Workshop on Saturday, Nov12.
This hands-on workshop will seat 75 teachers
and is free. There will be additional theater seat-
ing (no supplies available) for an additional 200.
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